
they use themselves or that 

benefit people they are 

about. 

 

#2:  Encourages civic re-

sponsibility. 

 

#1:  You make a differ-

ence! 
Every person counts and 

every plant counts! 

 

The Center LOVES our 

garden and LOVES our 

community!!   
 

A special “thank you” 

goes out to Jim Forsyth  

for arranging the  

donation of soil! 
 

 
 

From the desk of  

Pennie Kellenberger 

 

W e are excited to 

show you the com-

munity garden that we’ve 

planted here at The Center.   
 

Here are 10 reasons why 

we feel gardens are like 

communities: 
 

#10:  Its good for you. 
Gardening and working in 

community provides 

physical and mental re-

wards.  It: 

   Reduces stress:  Experts  

   report that when you  

   focus    on someone  

   other than  yourself, it  

   interrupts usual  tension- 

   producing patterns. 

   Makes you healthier: 
   Moods and emotions,  

   like optimism, joy, and  

   control over one’s fate,  

   strengthen the immune 

   system. 

#9:  It saves resources. 
Gardening and working in 

community provides op-

portunities to collaborate 

and use what we already 

have. 

 

#8:  Gain Experience. 

 

#7:  It brings people to-

gether.         

 

#6:  It promotes personal 

growth and self esteem. 

 

#5:  Strengthens your 

views on diversity. 

 

#4:  It’s a learning ex-

perience. 

 

#3:  You get a chance to 

give back. 
People like to support 

community resources that 

 

The Center Newsletter 

Community 

Partners and 

The Center  

Ministries: 

 

Safer Foundation 

Fishers of Men 

Ministries 

Solid Rock Cafe 

Street Team 

Homeless  

Outreach 

Skatechurch 

Friendly Thrift 

Center 

Sacred Heart 

Food Pantry at 

The Center 

Kids Against  

Hunger 

Fresh Start  

Ministries 

Table Tennis 

Club 

 

June, 2016 

The Center is a group of ministries seeking Christ-centered action 

to alleviate the pain of the oppressed and marginalized. 

The Center is open 

Monday—Friday 

8 a.m— 2 p.m. 

Why Gardens are Like Communities 
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“You, O 

Lord, have 

helped me 

and 

comforted 

me.” 

 

Psalm 86:17 

“I think they liked me”, 

said one of our friends 

who attended the party at 

The Center on May 21st.  

“It was such a good 

time!” 

We have the good people 

at Grace Lutheran Church 

in Davenport to thank for 

the wonderful time our 

friends had here that day! 

Since 2014, the members 

at Grace Lutheran Church 

have blessed us with their 

parties a couple times a 

year.  When asked why 

they do it, Marty Bruns-

vold stated that, “as 

Christians, we reach out 

to those in need with fel-

lowship and to show them 

that people care! 

Marty also said that they 

work very hard at the 

Church to plan activities 

they feel people will en-

joy.  Last year they 

scheduled people to give 

a sort of “mini pedicure”.  

This year they decided to  

“Shout for joy,  

O heavens;  

rejoice, O 

earth; burst 

into song, O 

mountains!  

For the Lord 

comforts his 

people and  

will have 

compassion on 

his afflicted 

ones.” 

 

Isaiah  49:13 

feature Bingo with lots of 

prizes!  The prizes con-

sisted of quilts, ball caps, 

bug spray, water bottles, 

s u n g l a s s e s ,                                           

socks, and oral care kits. 

 

Ruth McAndrews, another 

party coordinator from 

Grace Lutheran, said, “it 

was good to share a meal 

and learn a little bit about 

the people.”  While speak-

ing with one of our friends 

she was happy to learn  

about the food sites avail-

able throughout our city.  

She also felt good about  

the fact that they were able 

to reach multigenerational 

people through the Bingo 

activity. 

 

And what’s a party without 

food!  Friends here at The 

Center enjoyed hot dogs, a 

variety of fruit salads, 

chips, drinks, and desserts.   

 

I had a chance to speak with 

Grace Lutheran Church  
Throws Party at The Center      by Mary Lea Wehr 

the Pastor of Grace Lutheran 

Church, John Grebner, who 

said, “It’s important that we 

don’t see these parties as 

“Santa Claus” events, but 

rather an opportunity to rec-

ognize the value of other 

human beings.”  “We are not 

there to judge!”  He also 

stated that it was important 

for them to be in partner 

with The Center because 

they couldn’t do it all them-

selves.  My answer to him 

was, “well, we couldn't serve 

our friends without all of 

you.”  Thanks so much for 

all your hard work, your do-

nations, and your outreach 

through the parties you  have 

at The Center.  People here 

really feel your love—you 

truly make a difference!!! 



Showers for the Homeless                 158 

Clothing Vouchers     146 

Skatechurch                 1313  

Safer Foundation Students                   21 

Open Mic—Attendance since last report    20 

Food Pantry Visits                  567 

   Actual number of people served             2,001 

   Children served                  985 

   (Families served that belonged to other   44 

   pantry zones). 
 

Praise God! 

2. Robert and Shannon 

Leveridge 

3. Grace Lutheran 

Church 

4. Faith Lutheran 

Church 

5. Edwards United 

Church of Christ 

6. Brenda Fowler 

7. Alpha Chapter of 

Delta Kappa 

Gamma, Interna-

Helping our homeless 

friends would not be 

possible without all the 

good people who sup-

port our efforts by giving 

so generously. 

 

This month, a special 

“thank you” goes out to 

the following people: 

.  

1. Katie Groenenboom 

tional Society for 

Key Woman Educa-

tors 

 

For all who donated 

without leaving your 

name, we thank you as 

well, and want you to 

know how much we ap-

preciate your generos-

ity!! 

 

By The Numbers 

April and May  

Thank you for Blessing Us!!! 

For the Safer  

Foundation 

 

$5/$10 gift cards for fast 

food, Wal-Mart, Target 

Cases of water 

1-subject notebooks 

Dry erase markers 

Crayola markers 

Clorox wipes, Kleenex, trash 

bags 

Snack foods (granola bars, 

crackers, popcorn, anything 

individually wrapped). 

 

For the Homeless 

Bus tokens  

Gas cards 

Hygiene items 

Laundry Soap/Bleach 

Jeans & Men’s Pants 

New Socks, Underwear 

Fans 

Bug Spray 

Wet Wipes 

Face Towels 

Sun Block 

Bottled Water 
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“The eyes of the 

Lord are on the 

righteous and 

his ears are 

attentive to 

their prayer.” 

 

1 Peter 3:12 

Page 3 

Our Ministries’ Wish Lists 

The Center’s Goals and Values 

Goals:    Values: 
 

To make contact and gain trust Being a friend— relationships allow others to see God in real ways 

To mentor and disciple  Being a voice—confronting culture & voicing God’s love, grace and 

To equip leaders to a life of serving forgiveness. 

To invite ministries to partner  Being available—working in our neighborhoods, not in a building 

 

We are friends to God’s people by helping them find their voice—the voice inside that only God can give.  The voice 

that says you are worthy and valuable!  Loving and accepting people is healing.  Our prayer is that people feel a little 

better when they leave than when they came.  God is faithful!! 



 

Upcoming Mission Events 

 

 

 

 

“ALL IN” 
We have two mission groups this sum-

mer:  June 12—17 and June 19—24. 

 

The theme for this year’s missions is 

“ALL IN”.  What does that mean? 

It means living the Christ, life-giving 

life completely!!  It’s serving each 

other by living in community giving 

full heartedly, intentionally, being all 

there, fully present.  As we teach by 

example, the teens in our mission 

groups will learn the Christ-like living 

as we take them to serve our neighbors.  

They’ll be painting, cleaning,  mowing, 

weeding, and gardening.  As always, 

bible study, singing, and just having fun 

plays an important part in being to-

gether and “ALL IN”  when it comes to 

living as Christ would want us to live—

loving and serving our neighbor! 

 

 

South Dakota Youth 

Mission Trip 

2016 

 

 

 

 

 

When:  July 10—16 

Cost:  $150 

 

Half price  

scholarships  

available. 

Please see Pennie,  

Jamie, or Megan 

 

 

 
 

 

 

If you would like to help with our 

Mission Trip to South Dakota, here is 

a list of our needs: 

 

Scholarships 

Hamburger 

Chicken 

Ham 

Powdered Drinks 

Boxes of Macaroni & Cheese 

Frozen Casseroles 

 

Basketballs that we can keep 

 

 

 

 

Mock Interviews Sharpen Interview Skills for Safer Youth 
 

As the students enrolled in the Safer YEP (Youth Em-
powerment Program) approach graduation, mock inter-
views are conducted to give the students a chance to 
practice their interview skills. 
 

Students worked on career readiness skills which in-
volved completing job applications in addition to the 
mock interviews.  The students interview with several 
people to receive feedback on what they might need to 
improve and what they did well.  Denise and Connor, 
pictured to the left, were on hand to help  with the inter-
views, and all the students received positive feedback 
on their interview skills! 
 

In addition to interviewing with teachers, it’s especially 
helpful for the students to receive feedback from adults 
outside the Safer Foundation. 
 
 

A big “thank you” to Denise and Connor!! 

Safer students and interviewers pictured from left to right, 
back row:  Carlos R., Seirra T., interviewer, Denise F., Austin 
B., and interviewer, Connor L.    
 
Front Row:  Brandi S. 

 


