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Forget me not
Jacob was a young man
who frequented The
Center. He was kind. He
was always thankful for
the help we offered and
tried to return the favor
whenever possible. In
February, we did a project called “Extravagant
Love Letters For The
Center”. Jacob wrote, “I
appreciate The Center
and feel the love from
it.”
I thank God that in the
last days of his life he
felt love from a place
where LOVE IS
SHOWN IN ACTION!
Jacob lost his battle with
his addiction, and the
following words are in
honor of him.

The sharing of this
tragic and heartbreaking
loss, is to help spread
awareness. Jacob, who
struggled with depression and addiction, off
and on, throughout his
young adult life, lost his
battle to addiction. A
disease that is real and
can happen to anyone.
Jake, who was loved by
so many, who only
wanted to see him get
better, will be missed so
very much. He left
many; friends and family behind.

for helping my son. It’s
good to know that he was
surrounded by some very
good people. Jacob had
received several memorials, and I wanted to share
for your program. Again,
thank you for helping
Jacob.
More Love Letters from
friends of The Center:
We needed help paying
the deposit for an apartment to get off of the
street. The Center let us
work for them to earn
enough money.

A note follows from
Jacob’s mother, Patty, as
she writes it to The Center staff.

I received your card and
Jacob A. “Jake” Crouch, the beautiful Willow for
29, Moline, passed away Jacob. I saw Jacob last
on Friday, March 10,
on March 8th. I had
2017 in Davenport. Jake taken him some laundry
was born on June 25,
soap and a few other
1987 in Moline, the son things. He looked good
of Jack and Patty
and he was in good spir(Anderson) Crouch. He its that day. You were
attended Moline High
right, Jacob always
School and had a paswanted clean clothes. I
sion for cooking. He had had a program for Jacob
a big heart, enjoyed
to go to, “A Man in Replaying video games,
covery”, and I believe he
roller blading, and loved was contemplating going. I want to thank you
fishing with his dad.

I am blessed with having
a shower here, the kindness, and being welcomed
as a homeless man.
Thank you.
See more Love Letters
on page 4.
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Spring has Sprung at The Center!
He gives
strength to
the weary
and
increases
the power of
the weak.
Isaiah 40:29

Adam is our volunteer farmer! He is getting ready for growing season. We want our bodies to
be healthy, and we want to have better options with fresh foods. Many of the donated items we
receive are packed with preservatives. We also want to be more sustainable.
Adam hopes to pass on these gardening skills to neighbors that stop in. He hopes to teach them
how to grow their own gardens.
Many of the items you see in the pictures were started from seedlings in small cups inside The
Center over a month ago. With the warmer weather, Adam has been able to move all plants
outside now. These are some of the plants that Adam is going to be harvesting:

The eternal
God is your
refuge, and
underneath
are the
everlasting
arms.
Deuteronomy

33:27

Radishes, carrots, zucchini, lettuce, cucumbers, broccoli, asparagus, pumpkins, tomatoes,
corn, onions, peppers, and of course several flowers. Adam has spent many hours in order to
make this a success…...THANK YOU ADAM!
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By The Numbers
February & March

Our Ministries’ Wish List
For The Center

Showers for the Homeless

279

Clothing Vouchers

148

Skatechurch

742

Safer Foundation Students

Bus tokens
Gas cards
Hygiene items
Laundry Soap/Bleach

23

Open Mic—Attendance since last report
Food Pantry Visits
Actual number of people served
Children served
(Families served that belonged to other
pantry zones).

Jeans & Men’s Pants
New Socks, Underwear

31

Bags/Backpacks

652
2239
1056
57

Wet Wipes
Face Towels
Bottled Water
Cases of pop for Skate Church

Praise God!
The Center’s Goals and Values
Goals:
To make contact and gain trust
ways
To mentor and disciple
To equip leaders to a life of serving
To invite ministries to partner

Values:
Being a friend— relationships allow others to see God in real
Being a voice—confronting culture & voicing God’s love, grace
& forgiveness.
Being available—working in our neighborhoods, not in a building

We are friends to God’s people by helping them find their voice—the voice inside that only
God can give. The voice that says you are worthy and valuable! Loving and accepting people is healing. Our prayer is that people feel a little better when they leave than when they
came. God is faithful!!

A special
thank you to
everyone
that made
our Extravagant Love
Campaign a great
success.

Thank you for Blessing Us!
Helping our homeless friends
would not be possible without all the good people who
support our efforts by giving
so generously. This month, a
special “thank you” goes out
to the following people:
1. Great Western Supply
(Soap, Shampoo, &
Dispensers)
2. Judith Lee—Guitar
3. Susan Tonneson—Hats
and Head Bands
4. Sharon Mabry

5.

Trinity Episcopal Cathedral
6. Larry Coronell
7. Pamela Diedrich
8. Thomas Slothower
For all who donated without
leaving your name, we thank
you as well, and want you to
know how much we appreciate your generosity!

Scott Community College
Offering Classes at
The Center!

Hi, my name is @#$%, and I
can’t tell you hom much I appreciate The Center. They have been
such a blessing to our community, because they offer many
things such as: breakfast, lunch,
rent assistance, clothes, church,
food pantry, skate boarding, and
school for some. I would like to
say a special thanks to Pennie
for being very positive, very supportive, and helpful. I really appreciate it, and you are awesome, Pennie.

I have felt the Father’s love in
several ways here at The Center.
One, the staff is friendly, welcoming, and readily engages
guests in conversation. The tone
of the Center reflects the Father’s
love. Since yelling, etc. is discouraged, coming to The Center
is a peaceful time. I think this
reflects on the guests as the vast
majority treat each other with
respect.

Yes, I truly felt blessed and welcomed as soon as I came in. The
people here treat you with respect and try to help you the best
they can. Considering that I
don’t have much, these acts of
kindness truly mean a lot to me.
Thank you.

Yes, I feel wonderful, because there
are people who care and truly help.
It gives me hope that everything will
be fine, and I can move forward with
my life and begin to become stable.
Thank you for everything.
Definitely, everybody can feel God’s
love here at The Center with all of
the good personnel present every
day. Jesus loves everybody, and everyone feels warmth and feels welcome every time they come here to
The Center.
I think The Center shows love by
making themselves available to listen
to what people have to say. It’s easy
to feel ignored or that people don’t
care about your thoughts and feelings. The staff at The Center will
take the time to listen and have a
conversation with you.
We feel the Father’s love at The
Center every time we come home.
The staff is awesome, very friendly,
very informing. They help us out
with clothing, they feed us, they direct us to resources. If they can’t
help us, they direct us in the right
direction. The food they fix is very
good, and well balanced. Pastor
Johnson is very, very nice. His words
of wisdom leave you with a great
feeling. His words about God are
very awesome, and it leaves you with
a serene feeling. My husband and I
benefit a lot when we come to The
Center. We get a home-like feeling
when we walk through the door, and
we always, always leave with a smile.
I appreciate The Center and the love
I feel from it.
When you are in time of need, there
is always someone here to help. They
are concerned if you are even down
in the dumps. They pray and feed
you if you are hungry. Even if they
can’t get your mood swings better,
the way you wanted, at least they try
to put a smile on your face. God
Bless.

A few months ago, The Center was
able to assist one of our friends with
$24.00 in order for him to get his
driver’s license and bus tokens.
Recently, this friend showed up to
pay back the $24.00 after he was
able to save it up since he now has a
job. How awesome it is that he took
the time to keep a promise. Now,
this $24 can be passed on to someone else that needs assistance.

Pastor Johnson spends time with
one of The Center’s special friends.
He spends numerous hours in the
Café or anywhere else that a hand is
needed. Whether it’s a cup of coffee,
a prayer, or clean towel for the
shower, Pastor Johnson will ensure
you are taken care of.
Thank you Pastor Johnson!

