The Center Newsletter
The Center is a group of ministries seeking Christ-centered action
to alleviate the pain of the oppressed and marginalized.
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This month for our newsletter The Center would like you to see and
read something from all of us. In the left margin of this paper are a list
of every program at The Center. In the pages to follow are some of the
stories from us- THE CENTER COMMUNITY.
Pennie Kellenberger
Recently at SkateChurch, we’ve been asking the skaters, “What don’t you like about Christians/
Church?” The thought behind this was that our issues with Christianity are issues with people, human
error, not Christ himself. Our hope at SkateChurch is that anyone who comes through our doors gains a
better understanding of who God is. We as Christians are called to be His hands and feet, His ambassadors, and while that may look different in the ways we formerly serve; like feeding the hungry, clothing
those in need, or providing a place of refuge for those who need safety, we must at all times let the Holy
Spirit display fruit, God’s characteristics, through us. Our hope this month is to openly talk about the
ways we’ve been hurt or turned off by God’s ‘Church” and how Jesus brings healing to every aspect of
our lives. Pray with us for these skate boarders, scooter riders,
and bikers that
they will get a better glimpse of who God is, and fall deeply
in love with
Him.

House of Refuge
QC United
The Sanctuary
Table Tennis
Club
QC AIR
QC Harm Reduction
Scott Community College

The Center is open
Monday—Friday
8 a.m. — 2 p.m.

The Center Street Team continued with the Laundry Ministry this year. The numbers were
somewhat lower this year, with an average of 12 homeless friends coming each Tuesday it was
offered. The Laundry Ministry has started buying Laundry Cards for $3 for the laundry-mat on
Locust and Brady. These cards are dispersed by Lori in the business office, and this allows an
individual to do one load of laundry. Street Team members spend time at The Center visiting with clients, which allows them the opportunity to build relationships with many. This
also allows a trusting relationship which discloses the needs of clients. Tuesday mornings are
spent at Timothy’s House of Hope doing the morning devotion and visiting with those that
attend for breakfast. The members also do outreach at the bus station, downtown, King’s Harvest, and Humility of Mary. The Street Team members include Margot Hary, Michael
Gayman, and Wes Frenell.
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The Pete the Purple Bull Program/QC United is a non-profit organization that provides educational opportunities to the youth and families of the Quad Cities, with special attention given to underserved populations.
The organization is made up primarily of volunteers and focuses on two specific areas; 1)Preparing high
school students for successful transition from school to work and 2) Promoting and teaching essential social
emotional skills for youth of all ages. The overall vision is to create a welcoming, safe society for all citizens
in which all are prepared to contribute their talents and skills for the betterment of their community.
Programs include:
Swing into Education Golf Tournament and College Scholarship Program: over 100 QC students have
provided over $144,000 in scholarships through this annual tournament held the third Friday of each
June.
Career in Arts Symposium: A one-day conference that matches high school students interested in the art
field to colleges and to professionals representing a variety of careers.
Year-round Pete the Purple Bull anti-bullying school presentations
National Bully Prevention Month Activities
>Run With the Bull 5K
>Pete’s Awesome Party-a free community event.
The program also offers Hip-Hop dance classes from their 2nd floor studio to beginners and advanced
dancers. These classes are provided by the ReFL3X Dance Studio and directed by Juan Valtierra, a talented dancer and youth mentor.
Ruben Moore is the president of the organization and Kim-Riley Quinn is the
Program Director.
Questions? Call Kim at 563-349-1870
or email kim.riley@qcunited.org or visit: www.qcunited.org.

The Center
is located at
1411 Brady
and our
phone
number is
563-3235295.

Greetings from QC Harm Reduction. 2017 was a busy year once we received our standing order
from Dr Buresh for naloxone distribution.
From June 1st, 2017 until the end of the year, we distributed 210 naloxone ( overdose reversal drug)
kits and recorded 32 overdose reversals. Since January 1st, 2018, until present, we have distributed
100 naloxone kits with 27 overdose reversals reported. Sadly, this opioid crisis is showing no signs
of slowing down. If anything, an increase in overdose death will likely continue, as stronger, more
potent drugs, such as Fentanyl and it’s analogs continue to flood the community we live in. We collected 44 backpacks, coats, gloves, hats, scarves, and personal hygiene items for distribution to
those in need during our street and shelter outreach.
Over the last 6 years there has been a 375% increase in HepC infections in our state, with Scott
County being hit particularly hard. Of those infected, 57% are injection drug users 30 years of age
and under. For this reason, we have been advocating for SSB 3008, a Syringe Exchange Program
in the 2018 Legislative session. We have built strong support among many policy makers however,
the same stigma towards drug use still prevails, despite education and statistics. One important statistic being, drug users are 5 times more likely to seek treatment when allowed to access Syringe
Service Programs. We will continue our advocacy and outreach work of saving lives and creating
health equity, medication treatment on demand, and enhanced quality of life for those who suffer
from substance use disorders.
Founder: Kim Brown
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House of Refuge: Meets Sundays at 11:00 am. with Bible
study at 9:00. Pastor Johnson also meets the spiritual needs
daily of the neighborhood from 8-2 at the café. Join Pastor
and his wife , Pauline.

During the month of February, QCAIR planned and held an Open
House; which commenced on the evening of Feb. 20 th. It was a
chance to showcase our new offices here at The Center.
However, we also featured five high school YES scholarship students placed by Iowa Resource for International Service, based
in Ames IA: Alif Umari, Indonesia; Meghann Hall, South Africa;
Shaimaa Nassr, Egypt; Farieda Vannasirikul, Thailand; and Hooria
Tariq, Pakistan.
Refreshments and snacks were provided, and the highlight of
our evening came when Alif Umari gave a riveting presentation
about his home country of Indonesia.
We hope to have more events of this nature in the future!

Thank you for Blessing Us!
Helping our homeless friends would not be possible without all the
good people who support our efforts by giving so generously. This
month, a special “thank you” goes out to the following people:
1. Jackie Rouse
2. Julie Johnson
3. Faith Lutheran Church
4. Martha Johnson
5. Parkview Lutheran Church
6. Linda Powell

Our Wish List For The Homeless
Bus tokens
Gas cards
Laundry Soap/Bleach
Jeans & Men’s Pants
New Socks, Underwear
Bags/Backpacks
Bottled Water
Toothbrushes
Deodorant
Razors

Gatorade
Sunscreen
Toothpaste
Combs
Brushes
Band-aids
Hand Sanitizer
Neosporin

7. Trinity Episcopal Cathedral
8. Vern Pennington
For all who donated without leaving your name, we thank you as
well, and want you to know how
much we appreciate your generosity!

Kids Against Hunger
Your Quad Cities had its
biggest and best year yet
in 2017. We packaged
809,748 meals to feed
hungry people around the
world and around the corner. We sent a 40 foot
shipping container with
256,608 to feed Syrian refugees in the camps in Jordan with
the help of local volunteers. We are in the planning process
for a 500,000+ meal packaging event, with the meals going
to 3 countries in Africa to feed Somalian refugees in camps
there. Help us to feed those in crisis, donations and volunteers will be needed to make this event a success! Won't you
please help!!

The Center houses Eastern Iowa Community College HiSet Classes on Monday, Wednesday, & Friday
from 2:00 to 5:00 pm. HiSET was previously know as GED.
Over the last year, the number of students has grown and goals have been met. The main goal of
course, is for students to pass the HiSET exam in each of the following subjects: Math, Reading, Writing, Social Studies, & Science. All course work is done in class between 2 and 5 pm, including the
utilization of online practice tests. Currently, 4 out of 7 students have passed practice tests and are
ready to take the HiSet exam. Instructor, Lori Zahn stresses individualized instruction, along with
small and large group teaching.
The smaller class size allows for 1:1 learning, which allows for
Student goals to be met in a speedy fashion.

Talk about mountains!! This is the task that volunteers encounter many mornings at the
Friendly Thrift Center And this is what they cheerfully and faithfully accomplish during
their morning at work.
How blessed we are at the thrift center with such a wonderful and hard-working crew!!!

Fishers of Men Ministries, created in response from a promise made to God, continues to minister to the poor and needy
in Kenya. It is our undertaking to provide children and their communities with education, physical and spiritual nourishment,
and love through the power of our gracious Lord and Savior. Using a Christ-centered
approach, we are transforming one life at a time by feeding their body with food, their
mind with education, and their soul with the Gospel.
By partnering with others, our shared passion guides us to work with children, orphans
and those from loving families. Nurturing the entire community holistically by shepherding congregations and building missional communities, providing fresh water,
medical assistance and a quality education; we are making a difference in the lives of
God’s children in Kenya. Simply changing one life today, will change the future forever.
SPONSORED
WAITING TO BE SPONSORED
High School Students——————————————–1
Children————————————————————-21
Staff———————————————————————8
Pastors————————————————————- -4
College Students————————————————–7

High School Students—————————————————78
Children———————————————————————197
Staff—————————————————————————-12
Pastors—————————————————————————5
HS Graduates—————————————————————48
Attending College———————————————————-21

The Sanctuary Church gathers on Sunday afternoon for church. Ladies Fellowship meets on Monday nights. Men meet off site
on Saturdays.
The goal of the Sanctuary is to bring a return of hope and dignity to the marginalized of our neighborhood spiritually, emotionally,
and physically.
We are currently reaching an average of 35-50 people every Sunday. We are known in the community as “the homeless church” a
title we are proud of.
On Sunday afternoons we gather for worship, teaching, and
a hearty pot-luck meal together. We believe the Gospel message includes all phases the human existence working together to produce the message and results that God desires.
Gary Ellis, Pastor
The Sanctuary

