
 

 

 

 

 

You can contribute to these 

efforts by purchasing a 

ticket to the benefit per-

formance, which will be 

held on: 

   October 15th @ 6:00 p.m. 

You may call The Center for 

reservations. If you are un-

able to attend, but would still 

like to make a donation, we 

will gratefully receive it. This 

donation could allow some-

one to attend that might not 

otherwise be able to. We are 

also taking donations for our 

silent auction, and volunteers 

are needed for the evening.  

We eagerly await your reply. 

The Center invites you to 

attend our annual Fall Bene-

fit, “It’s a Mystery” Dinner 

Theater Fundraiser. All pro-

ceeds will go towards help-

ing those in our community. 

The Center’s mission is to 

provide a group of minis-

tries seeking Christ centered 

actions to alleviate the pain 

of the oppressed and mar-

ginalized. We are a non-

profit organization serving 

the community since 2009.  

 

The Center provides a place 

where neighbors can put 

aside concerns and simply 

enjoy the company around 

them.  

The Center focuses on show-

ing Christ’s love in three ma-

jor areas; youth, homeless 

outreach, and community and 

neighborhood development. 

In addition, we partner with 

several other programs such 

as:  QC United, Safer Foun-

dation, House of Refuge, QC 

Table Tennis, The Sanctuary, 

Friendly Thrift Center, Sa-

cred Heart Food Pantry, and 

Fishers of Men Ministries. 
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October, 2016 

The Center is a group of ministries seeking Christ-centered action 

to alleviate the pain of the oppressed and marginalized. 

The Center is open 

Monday—Friday 

8 a.m. — 2 p.m. 
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The Lord is my 

strength and 

my shield; my 

heart trusts in 

Him, and He 

helps me. My 

heart leaps for 

joy, and with 

my song I 

praise Him. 

-Psalm 28:7 

One of the reasons I eagerly 

come to work everyday is I 

get to talk to people about 

how Jesus affects their eve-

ryday situations, ALL DAY 

LONG. The Center is a 

place where people come to 

express their authentic faith 

through their brokenness 

and let it shine for others. 

What a privilege it is to be 

apart of this community of 

people.  

We work in three main ar-

eas; at risk teens, homeless-

ness, and community devel-

opment. In these three areas 

we learn to weave Jesus 

through that fabric of life. 

 When we think of people in 

poverty, we think of those 

who are physically in pov-

erty.  We picture people 

who have no money, no job, 

no house or an apartment to 

live in. We sometimes feel 

sorry for them, because they 

lack things that we feel are 

important.   

There is one kind of poverty 

not too many people under-

stand.  It is what I call 

“emotional poverty.” There 

are a lot of people who live 

in our neighborhoods who 

suffer from emotional AND 

physical poverty. Then there 

are people who have a 

physical structure in which 

they live, where they pay 

rent and utilities, who suffer 

from this “emotional pov-

erty”. “Emotional poverty” 

describes someone who 

lacks a loving, caring, and 

home-like environment. 

That their 
hearts might 

be comforted, 
being knit 

together in 

love, and unto 
all riches of 

the full 
assurance of 

understanding, 

to the 
acknowledgem

ent of the 
mystery of God, 

and of the 

Father, and of 
Christ; 
—Colossians 2:2 
 

where they feel happy and 

content with these relation-

ships. 

 

Many people think the answer 

to a homeless person’s prob-

lem is to help him get housing 

so that they will have a stable 

place to live, but this is not 

always the solution. Many 

homeless people get housing, 

but they still don’t have a 

home. Most people overlook 

the fact that some homeless 

people have a different set of 

needs. Many have unmet emo-

tional and mental needs left 

over from their childhood that 

makes them incomplete as a 

person. 

 

To some people, their place of 

residence is just a physical 

structure where they sleep, and 

store their stuff for safekeep-

ing.  Those people often lack 

supportive people in their 

lives.  Many have disabilities 

or were survivors of abuse or 

neglect and lack the social 

skills and mental ability to 

reach out and connect with 

others appropriately. 

  

People who are “emotionally 

homeless” often leave home in 

search of what most people 

find a home. Many go to area 

meal sites and drop in centers 

in search of human compan-

ionship and friendly faces, or 

to get hugs or kind words from 

staff and volunteers.  Some sit 

in front of their apartment 

buildings, or hang out in the 

lobby or around their building 

looking for someone to inter-

act with. The center is one of 

these places where people who  

might find themselves in emo-

tional poverty find a commu-

nity. It's a place where people 

come together and enjoy each 

other’s company; it's a place 

where people come to know 

Jesus in an authentic way 

through their brokenness.  

 

The cure for “emotional pov-

erty” is positive human com-

panionship.  Someone who can 

see the person as a valuable 

person, notice their talents and 

skills, and help them build on 

them. They could spend time 

with the person who is strug-

gling, or call the person to see if 

they are okay. They could drop 

by the person’s house to see 

how they are doing, and most 

importantly, show (not just tell) 

the person how much they care 

about them.  

Our upcoming fundraiser on 

October 15th supports these 

efforts. We intentionally seek 

out those who are hurting and 

suffering, as well as the op-

pressed, to build relationships 

with them for the sake of God's 

kingdom.  Come and check out 

our community; be a part of 

something exciting!  

                        

 From the desk of  

                      Pennie Kellenberger 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Showers for the Homeless                 134 

Clothing Vouchers     175 

Skatechurch                   984  

Safer Foundation Students                   23 

Open Mic—Attendance since last report    38 

Food Pantry Visits                  665 

   Actual number of people served            2,346 

   Children served                 1179 

   (Families served that belonged to other   68 

   pantry zones). 
 

Praise God! 

4. Flipped Out Furniture 

5. Parkview Lutheran 

Church, Shirlfield & La-

dies’Group—Quilts 

 

For all who donated without 

leaving your name, we thank you 

as well, and want you to know 

how much we appreciate your 

generosity! 

Helping our homeless friends 

would not be possible without 

all the good people who sup-

port our efforts by giving so 

generously. 

 

This month, a special “thank 

you” goes out to the following 

people: 

.  

1. Our Lady Of Victory 

Church-Youth Ministry 

(Backpacks & Supplies) 

2. Verna Cudmore 

3. Crane & Pelican, LeClair 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By The Numbers 

August & September 

             Thank you for Blessing Us!!! 

For the Safer  

Foundation 

 

$5/$10 gift cards for fast 

food, Wal-Mart, Target 

Cases of water 

1-subject notebooks 

Dry erase markers 

Crayola markers 

Clorox wipes, Kleenex, trash 

bags 

Snack foods (granola bars, 

crackers, popcorn, anything 

individually wrapped). 

 

For the Homeless 

Bus tokens  

Gas cards 

Hygiene items 

Laundry Soap/Bleach 

Jeans & Men’s Pants 

New Socks, Underwear 

Bags/Backpacks 

Gloves & Hats 

Wet Wipes 

Face Towels 

Blankets 

Bottled Water 
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I call on You, 

my God, for 

You will 

answer me; 

turn Your ear 

to me and 

hear my 

prayer. 

-Psalm 17:6 
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Our Ministries’ Wish Lists 

The Center’s Goals and Values 

Goals:    Values: 
 

To make contact and gain trust Being a friend— relationships allow others to see God in real ways 

To mentor and disciple  Being a voice—confronting culture & voicing God’s love, grace and 

To equip leaders to a life of serving forgiveness. 

To invite ministries to partner  Being available—working in our neighborhoods, not in a building 

 

We are friends to God’s people by helping them find their voice—the voice inside that only God can give.  The voice 

that says you are worthy and valuable!  Loving and accepting people is healing.  Our prayer is that people feel a little 

better when they leave than when they came.  God is faithful!! 

The Safer Foundation  

is selling   

 “Dining Tour Books”   

for only $35.00. 

 Take   advantage of the many  

savings, while supplies last! 



 

 

Pulling some weeds... 

Hours of scraping to get 

the layers of wallpaper 

off. (We still need help to finish 

this project of painting, if anyone is 

interested.) 

Another successful “United Way, Day Of 

Caring” on Thursday, September 22, 2016. 

The day started off with a tour and visit 

with director, Pennie Kellenberger. Two 

teams of volunteers from John Deere had 

the tasks of beginning our bathroom reno-

vations and landscape work outside.  

One of the volunteers made a comment 

about the amount of hours the staff at The 

Center must work in order to keep things 

going smoothly. 

In addition, a volunteer commented, “I have driven up Brady Street so many times, 

and always wondered what this place was. Now I can put faces to all of the many 

services you provide. What  a great job  you do!”   

Lunch was provided by our Safer Foundation students, many new friends were made 

on this day, and laughter could be heard everywhere inside and out of The Center. 

Thank you so much to everyone that made this day another success! 

  …..and more weeds! Time for a needed 

break with plenty of 

laughter. 


