
Until we realize all peo-

ple’s equal need( those 

in the church and those 

outside the church) for 

Jesus, we cannot fully 

love others.. Jesus love 

comes with out qualifi-

cation or reservation–

from homeless individ-

ual, to banker, to stay-at

-home mom; from drug 

addict to minister to 

skateboarder; from 

child to elder to middle-

aged; from Asian to 

Central American to 

African. Jesus’ love 

knows no bounds–The 

Center on the corner of 

14th and Brady is where 

we have chosen to both 

live out that love and 

experience that love. 

We hope that we can 

love ALL PEOPLE 

EQUALLY. We pray 

that we are able to love 

as Jesus did–without 

reservation or qualifica-

tion, in every encounter 

throughout our day. We 

pray that you would 

also…..  

Happy Valentines Day! 
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The Center is a group of ministries seeking Christ-centered action 

to alleviate the pain of the oppressed and marginalized. 

The Center is open 

Monday—Friday 

8 a.m. — 2 p.m. 

February 
 

Written by Pennie Kellenberger 
Over Christmas I gathered with my 

family from distant places. As I ex-

plained to them what I do, I heard 

several people say something to the 

effect of, “you’re working in a place 

and that Jesus is really needed there.” 

or, “You’re really showing Jesus to 

people who are in extreme need of 

Him.” People have said similar state-

ments to me since committing to this 

work, but lately it’s been causing me 

to feel some irritation. 

I don’t disagree. Jesus is needed in 

places like The Center. Jesus is what 

will provide the genuine, deep, long-

term transformation for people re-

building lives. 

I do disagree with the idea that Jesus 

is needed more on the streets than he 

is in the suburbs, or in our churches. 

Jesus is needed equally in all places 

at all times. Without Jesus, we all are 

in the same place, and with Jesus we 

are in the same place. Jesus is the 

great equalizer. Jesus, is already pre-

sent on the corner of 14th and Brady, 

I just get the privilege of joining in 

on what God is already doing. 

 As we spend time with, young peo-

ple, the homeless, and with people in 

poverty we do hope we present a 

clear loving picture of Jesus to our 

friends, but the awesome part about 

doing life with our friends that enter 

The Center is that I have been shown 

Jesus by them.  

As a result, I 

have been shown Jesus 

by them. Jesus is active 

in the lives of our 

friends. He loves them 

deeply. Some have ex-

perienced Him in a 

deep, transformational 

way. Some are journey-

ing towards him, and 

some are running away. 

Some don’t think 

they’re good enough for 

Jesus, others take His 

grace for granted. 

 In every area 

of life, we are called to 

present a clear loving 

picture of Jesus to those 

around us. And in every 

area of life there are 

people that show me 

Jesus–there are people 

that have experienced 

Jesus’ love. Everywhere 

I go there are people 

that either journeying  

towards Jesus, or run-

ning from Him. There 

are people that think 

they need to “fix” them-

selves before they en-

counter Jesus, and oth-

ers that cheapen the 

grace He has for us.  
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The Center has 

three areas of 

focus……… 

1. Youth 

2. Community 

3. Homeless-

ness 

The Center is 

located at 1411 

Brady and our 

phone number 

is  

563-323-5295. 

Written by Pennie Kellenberger 

At The Center, we believe in the power of connecting people, ideas and resources to bene-

fit all who enter or live around our community. One critical component of our mission includes 

ensuring that all funds, gifts, and acts of kindness are managed with a fierce oversight and good 

governance. We believe that non-profits have an obligation to be good stewards of the resources 

God and Gods people have given to us. Our board of Directors works strenuously on making sure 

our budget is balanced monthly. When you give to The Center you can give knowing we view our 

financial integrity as a top priority. 

We believe our programs should be magnified by the collective 

effort and support of the community. To accomplish this aim, we must 

demonstrate to our funders and community partners that the work we 

start can and should continue without us. That is why we empower the 

people around us to work with us. We have a great Team! When you give 

YOU become part of the TEAM. To find out more about how, where, 

and why we use our funds please stop in and talk to Pennie or one of our 

board members- we have an open door policy.  

 

Radical  HOSPITALITY TO THE 

STRANGERS AMONG US 
 

This Winter, because of your support, some are finding “welcome” here at 

THE CENTER.  That welcome includes opportunity—and some require-

ments. Everyone here “pitches” in. From cleaning off the tables to putting salt on our sidewalks,  we love 

how our community pitches in! For the one who is willing, it takes motivation, honesty and realistic goals. 

The Center is the place to “come and give it a try”. Invest your time, energy, and prayers on behave of 

others. At The Center you can be sure that every smile, every conversation, and every moment will matter 

to someone. Our guest come in as strangers but they leave knowing their stories have been heard, they 

gather resources, use from of ours, and then give back to the commu-

nity! Want to be apart of it? Come in- you wont be a stranger for 

long….. 

  

 

 

“To offer hospitality to a stranger is to welcome something 

new, unfamiliar and unknown into our life-world.... Strang-

ers have stories to tell which we have never heard before, stories 

which can redirect our seeing and stimulate our imaginations. 

The stories invite us to view the world from a novel perspec-

tive.” 
Thomas Ogletree, Hospitality to the Stranger 
 

 



Showers for the Homeless                 558 

Clothing Vouchers     148 

Skatechurch                   742  

   

Food Pantry Visits                  652 

   Actual number of people served            2239 

   Children served                 1056 

   (Families served that belonged to other 57 

   pantry zones). 
 

Praise God! 
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Thank you for Blessing Us! 

Helping our homeless friends would not be possible without all the  

  

good people who support our efforts by giving so generously. This       

  

month, a special “thank you” goes out to so many people. We had  

an abundance of people who blessed us this season!    

 1.  David Phillips    7.  Sue Nichols     13.  Angie Nichols                     

 2.  Susan Lemon    8.  Dr. Dale Risius   14.  Wayne Montgomery 

 3.  Russell Cook    9.  Elias Vargas   15.  Hy Vee 

 4. Marlin Cook                 10.  Trinity Parish   16.  Fresh Thyme 

 5.  Robert Fulton                 11. Katherine Palmer 

HELP! We need more coffee. 

It might seem like a non-essential but we offer free coffee at 

THE CENTER. We put the donation box  out, but this win-

ter we have used the donations to for other food items. 

COFFEE helps warm the body and the soul. We drink cof-

fee over a good conversation and sometimes just to stay 

warm. PLEASE if you can donate a can of 

coffee we would appreciate it. 

 

 
 

Items Donated:  Shirts, Socks, Underwear, Hand Warmers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For all who donated without leaving your 

name, we thank you as well, and want you to 

know how much we appreciate your generos-

ity. 

Below are some current statistics from Quad 

Cities Harm Reduction. From June 1st to De-

cember, 2017, 210 Naloxone kits were dis-

bursed, 46 Augustana students were trained, 

and there were 32 Naloxone Overdose Reversals 

done. (32 lives saved!!) 

Since January 1, 2018 there have been 8 

Naloxone Overdose Reversals done.  (8 lives 

saved!!) 

For more information, visit odawalk.com or call 

563-265-1859 (Be sure to leave a message.) 

 



Our Wish List 

For the Homeless 

Laundry Soap/Bleach 

Jeans & Men’s Pants 

New Socks, Underwear 

Bags/Backpacks 

Toothbrushes 

Toothpaste 

Deodorant 

Razors 

Gatorade 

Hand Sanitizer 

Neosporin 

Pop For Skate Church 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Skate Church 

Community 

Partners and 

The Center  

Ministries 

Fishers of Men  

         Ministries 

Solid Rock Café 

Street Team Homeless          

         Outreach 

Skatechurch 

Friendly Thrift Center 

Sacred Heart Food  

         Pantry at The Center 

Kids Against Hunger 

House of Refuge 

QC United 

The Sanctuary 

Table Tennis Club 

QC Air 

QC Harm Reduction 

Scott Community College 

 

Street Team 

Margot Hary  & 

Michael Gayman 

 

Missionary Justice Kellenberger 

spent some extra time with skate-

church Davenport.  When he is 

not skating at skatechurch with 

the quad city crew, he spends his 

time in Los Angels with the Min-

istry”Calling all Skaters- Youth 

with a Mission. “ 

 

He lives his life for Jesus and 

spreading the gospel to skaters 

around the world. He would love 

to have a note from any of his 

hometown supporters.  

His address is: 

Calling all Skaters-Mission House  

11027 Odell Ave  

Sunland California 91040  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Justice and Connor 


